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8 9 1 EELOVED, believe not every „ Sprit but try 
Þ | the 4 — 1 "whether they are of God ; becauſe 
| y a * Prophets are gone out into the World. 
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OU are doubtleſs, my Hear- 
ers, ſome of you, ſenſible, 


red, and printed Diſcourſes 
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you, about two and twenty 


i Spirit of "a Enthu aſm was making it's 
1 Vay apace into this Society.“ But the Spirit 
1 am now to ty, being of a very different 
3 ort from that, will lead me into à Diſcourſe 
5 | quite another Nature. TAE 


1 | A fhort Account of this Matter may be ſcen in my Letter to 
"4 Mr. — P. 6. 7. 


that I have publickly delive- 
on the Words now read unto 


Years ago; at a Time when 


6 The Ifolitili of the Church 


Tx Buſineſs of the third Dudleian . 
at this Time aſſigned to me by the Rey'd 
Truſtees, according to the Will of the hono- RR 
rable, learned and pious Founder, is to be 
for the detecting, and convicting and expo- 
ſing the Idolatry of the Romiſh Church, 
their Tyranny, Uſurpations, damnable He- 
reſies, fatal Errors, abominable Superſtiti- 
ons, and other crying Wickedneſſes in An cher 
high Places; and finally to prove, that the 
Church of Rome is tliat myſtical Babylon, 
that Man of Sin, that apoſtate Church, ſpo- 
ken of in the New-Teſt ament. TY 


W 


8 6 A * 


Bur 1 we 5 ff Church of Rome - 
with any of theſe Enormities, or with any 
other Error, either in Faith or Practice; her 
Advocates think it a ſufficient Anſwer to tell 
us, Alas, Gentlemen, you are groſly miſta- 
ken! As for theſe Opinions ang Practices 
vhich you take to be Errors, tis your ſelves 
only that err in thinking them to be ſo; for 
* the Church of Rome is fo highly privileged, Wi 
* as to be under the conſtant Guidance of an 
Infallible Spirit. You might as well there- 
fore imagine that Chriſt and his Apoſtles Wi 
have erred, as that She bath, ar can. BE 


* * 


TE firſt Thing therefore to be Joh: in 
our Diſputes with the Adherents and Advo- Wl 
cates of the * ih Church, ſcems to be this; r 

0 


/ 


. to enquire carefully, Whether their Claim to 
ſuch an extraordinary Privilege, as the conti- 
nual Guidance of an Infallible Spirit, be well 
grounded, or not? For on the one Hand, if. 
it be, all Diſpute with them is at an End. 
e have nothing to do, but to believe _ 


rates with implicit Faith, and follow them 
vith blind Obedience. And again, on the 
other Hand, if this Claim be falfe and ground- 
ws Heſs, yet till we convince them of it, they 


2 1 * 
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on other Points. You fee then, that this is 
the fundamental Artigle in the Controverſies 
between us, and them; and that Conſequen- 
es of the laſt Importance: depend upon it. 


vile Reverence attend the affectionate Charge 
of the Apoſtle in my Text, and not believe this 


* 


"4 


T1 
$ 

b- 
bl 


cd, And to this, by Divine Aſſiſtance, I ſhall now 
=-pply myſelf —But here ſo many Things pre- 
ent themſelves to View, that I find it no eaſy 

latter to determine which to paſs in ſilence, 
ince I am confined to the Limits of one ſhort 
PViſcourſe, which can by no means contain 
hem all. I muſt content myſelf therefore to 


3s 
if 


oy * 
- FB 
C "1 


Into ſo ſmall a Compaſs, without being too 
nuch obſcur'd or maim'd. You 


* l | 5 


ef Roun, briefly confueredl. 7 


x their Church believes; to receive all her Dic- 


ili and muſt remain impenetrable, to any 
arguments with which we can preſs them, 


I 'HoPE therefore we ſhall all with hum- 


pirit, till we have tried whether: it be of God. 


eelect ſuch Thots only, as can be beſt crouded . 


-” 


5 2. Hola if the Clues 


You may obſerve then, that our Adverſe- 
ries the Papiſts define their Church, to which 
they arrogate a Spirit off Irfallibility, to be 
that Society of Perfons, who profe/ſe# aith in us 
Chriſt, and live in Subjettion to, and Communion 


with the Pope, or Biſhop of Rome. WW 


Tun Lrallibility they aſcribe to this Church {| 
is, That thro' the Aſſiſtance of Chrift and his 
0 Spirit, it nat only does not, but cannot err 
in any Dodrine of Religion. Go then ſay © 
they to this Church, and. receive the Doctrine 
which She teaches ; and there you have cer- 5 
tainly and infallibly, the true and pure Doc- 4 
trine of Jefus Chriſt. Vea they ſet up the 1 
Di#ates of their Church as a Rule of Faith. and 
Moamers, diſtin& from, and ſuperior; to the | 
Holy Scri = ; inaſmuch as they affirm, | 
that the. plures can neither be truly under- 
ſtood, nor a 1 without preſup- | 
poling the Infa 22 of their Church in teſti- 
fying the dine Inſpiration of them; and 
afcertaining the Senſe of them; wan, 
adding certain neceſſary 7. +aditions of the 
ſame Original and RF with em. 


Tar s Infallibility they lace, not in be 1 | 
Church Dia ſiue, but in 7 gh Church Repre- 
fſentative. But who the Repreſentative of their Wi | 
. Church endowed with this Iafallibility is, gr] 1 
ther the Pope, who is the Head of it; 4 | 
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95 of \ Rows, . briefly confidered. 


| Grave Council of its Biſhops and Doctors; 
or both together ; they are at no Agreement 


4 | among themſelves. And we are. not at all 


| concerned to help them in adjuſting their own 
Differences; thd methinks it looks with but an 
| ill Aſpect on their pretended Infallibility, that 
it hath never yet been at Leiſure, or in Hu- 


mour to decide a Controverſy in which it is 


ſo much concerned ; and on which all its 
| Canes to the Church i is ſuſpended. | 


4 


Fo till this point is determined, how ſhall 


the Church Diffu/ive,. or a y of its Membefs, 


know on whom to depend, or where to ap- 
F for infallible Guidance, in any Matter of 
aith or Practice. I think with the learned 
iber Barnet, That every Side does ſo 
* effectually confute the other, that I believe 


x 0 them all as to hat: And think they argue 
much ſtronger when they prove where it 
We © cannot be, than when they pretend to prove 


where it muſt be. And if the Tims 
would allow, it would be both an agreable 


and edifying Amuſement, to take a View of 


their Arguments one againſt another, on this 
Subject, wherein it ſo much concerns n 

to be all of one Mind. "=. 
© I the Limits to whicti I am confined 
vill not ſuffer me on this Occaſion to at- 
| tempt. to pe ſe eparatel I, cither by their Ar 
B Juments, 
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diet, of one Party againſt another; or by 
any of my own, that neither Pope, nor Gene- 
ral Council, nor both together, are guided by 
an Tnfallible Spirit in delivering the Doctrine 
of the Chriſtian Religion,— — It will be ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer all the Ends I aim at, if I 


can prove at once, That no ſuch Aſiſaance of 1 


Chriſt and his Holy Spirit is vouchſafed any 
here in the RomiſhChurch, as infallibly Fa 
it from erring in any Dodlrine op the e 
e, Bo | 


PxrHars the ſhorteſt Way of orovidg this 
would be, to ſhew that that Church not only 
may, but a4ually hath, erred exceedingly. in 
ſome Doctrines attiorſdd by both Pope and 
Council, ſo contrary both to Senſe and Rea- 
ſon, as well as Scripture; that we, who live 
ſo far remov'd from the Scat of pretended In- 
l fallibility, bare more and better Aſſurances 


Pp o® © # 


than we have, or poſlibly can have, cat there 


is, or ever was, either Pope, or General Council ix 


in the World, to enjoin us to believe them. 


Bur this would lead me to take up moſt 
of the Time in expoſing the Abſurdity of 
ſome other Dactrine of the Church of Rome; 
and to deduce the Falſehood and Arrogance 


of their Claim to Infallibity, only by Way of Y 


Inference from it; which tho' I believe the 
ſhorteſt, 


—— 


: 


f Rows, briefy ee 


ſhorteſt, would yet look like a more 1 1 5 


Method of 1 and might perhaps 
prevent ſome of my Succeſſors in this Lecture, 
from attempting to expoſe ſuch a falſe Doct- 
rine, in a more effectual manner, than I am 
able to do.— I ſhall therefore take another 


Courſe, and confine myſelf intirely to the 
ſingle Point before me, by endeavouring to 
TOW, 


. TH. AT it is evident, bath Fang the Na- 
ture of the Thing, aud from the Account which 
| they themſelves give of the Infallibility they . = 


| tend to, that we can have no good Reaſon to believe 


ch Infallibility lodged any where in the Romiſh 


| Church, without ſome divine Promiſe to 3 
our Belief of it upon. And, 


II. THAT zone of the Promiſes alledged 


for this Purpoſe, intend or prove any ſuch Thing. 


Now if I can make it appear, that none of 


= thePromiſes alledged intimate any ſuch Thing, 


as the Conduct of an.infallible Spirit in deli- 
vering the Doctrines of Religion, to be beſtow- 


ed any where in the Romiſh Church; and if I 
can prove, that we can have no good Reaſon 
to believe any ſuch Conduct vouchſafed to 


the Romiſh Church, without a divine Promiſe 


| of it; "twill thence plainly follow, that we 
ought not to believe the Romiſh Spirit of In- 


% 


B 2 | * ; 


12 The Infallibility of the Church 
fallibility ; but ſhould reckon the 'Pretenders 
to it, among the falſe Prophets, of whom we 
are warned in my Text. 


Here then, 


I. I AM to prove, That it is evident both = 3 


from the Nature of the Thing, and from the Ac- 


count which they themſelves give, of the Infallibi- 


lity they pretend to, that we can have no good Rea- 
ſon to believe ſuch Infallibility lodged any where 
in the Romiſh Church, without ſome divine Pro- 
miſe to found our Belief of it upon. 


ft. TH IF is evident from the Nature of 


the Thing itſelf. For it cannot be pre- 
tended, Chas God is under any Neceſſity of 
Nature, or Obligation in Point of Juſtice, 
unleſs he hath laid himſelf under one by Pro- 
miſe, to beſtow the infallible Conduct of his 
Holy Spirit in delivering the Doctrines of 
Religion, upon any Perſon or Community 
whatever: And much leſs can it be preten- 
ded, that he is under any Neceſſity or Obli- 
gation to beſtow it upon one particular Per- 
fon or Church, rather than another. And 
therefore, it God does vouchſafe the infalli- 
ble Guidance of his Holy Spirit in delivering 
the Doctrines of Religion to any Church; and 
more eſpecially if he does it to one Church ex- 
cluſive of all others, it muſt be allowed by all 


to be an Act entirely free and arbitrary. _ 
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of Rous, briefly confidered. 13 


if ſo, then it can never be known what Church 
God ſo highly favours, or whether he do ſo 


4 by any; unleſs we. know that he hath made 


ſome antecedent Promiſe that he will: Or un- 


& leſs he bares Witneſs to the Pretenſions of his 
favourite Church, with ſuch miraculous PO. 


ers, and apparent Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, as 
it would be inconſiſtent for the God of Truth 
to confirm a Lie with. But now the” Roma- 
niſts, I think, don't preſume to fay, that their 
Church is endowed with any miraculous Pow- 


ers or Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, to confirm 
its Pretenſions to Infallibility. For tho they 
= ftudy to perſwade the World, that Miracles 
are ſtill among them; yet they do not ſo 
much as fay, that the Miracles are wrought 
by thoſe, with whom this Infallibility is 
== lodged ; or that they are done to prove them 
to be Infallible. And therefore, Since the 
W Gift of Infallibility is an arbitrary Thing, and 
they don't pretend to prove they have it by 
Miracles; if they can ever prove that their 
Church hath it, they can do it only by pro- 
& ducing ſome Promiſe of God to beſtow it on 
them. But what wretched Contradiction, 
Confuſion, and Circulation will this unavoi- 
dably run them into ? For according to their 
Principles, we can neither be aſſured that the 
Scriptures are the Word of God, nor be cer- 
tain what is the Meaning of the Promiſes of 
them; unleſs we firſt believe the Infallibility 


f 


14 The Irfaliiility of the Church 


of their Church in teſtifying the . Au- 


thority of the Scriptures, and aſcertaining the 
Senſe of them. And yet when we enquire, 
how we ſhall be aſſured of the pretended In- 
fallibility of their Church, it is, evident from 
the Nature of the 'Thing itſelf, compared with 
their own Principles and nk 
they can never prove it, unleſs they can find 
ſome Promiſe of it in the Scriptures. 80 
that we muſt believe their Church to be In- 
fallible, before we can either believe, or know 
the Meaning of the Scriptures; and yet we 
muſt believe their Church Infallible, - becaule 
they pretend that the Scriptures ſay it is. 


But this is only to run round in a Circle, and Ut | 
favours ſo little of a Spirit of Infallibility, BI 
that we hardly need enquire, whether the 
Scriptures have promiſed them Infallibility, 8 


or no. For it is an eternal Principle and 
Rule of Reaſon ( as hath been frequently 
obſerved upon this Occaſion )' never to 
prove one. Thing by another, till that other 
is firſt well proved, if it be not a ſelt-evi- 
* dent Truth : Nor can any Thing be proved 
* afterwards by that, which was firſt proved 
by it. 
: . beget aSon, and ſhould be afterwards 
* begotten by that Son. Therefore the 
Scriptures cannot prove the Infallibility of 


„ 


the Church, ſince their Authority (accor- 


ding to h Principles) muſt firſt be iff: 
Vec 


ons, that | 


'This 1s as impoſſible, as if a Father 1 


9 


err 


[ 


ved by the Churches Teſtimony. — Thus 
I proceed to ſay, 


2. J 7 is likewiſe evident fr % Account 
which the Romaniſts themſelves give of the In- 
fallibility which they aſcribe to their Church, thaf 
| we can have no good Reaſon to believe any fich In- 

| fallibility confer'd upon it, without ſome Divjne 


Account they give of the Matter is, that it is 
by the Aſſiſtance of Chriſt and his Holy Spirit, 
that their Church cannot err in any Doctrine of 


5 Religion. From whence it is plain, that in 


order to believing their Churches Infallibility, 
= we muſt believe, that the Perſon or Perſons 
who conſtitute their C hurch-Repreſentative, 
( as they call it) whether Pope, or: Council, 
I or both together we cannot tell ; nor hath their 


| us in a Point ſo neceſſary to our Salvation; 

that this Perſon or Perſons, I ſay, are aſſiſted 
by Chriſt and his Holy Spirit. But this will 
both run them again into a Circle; and alſo 
prove the Neceſſity of ſome Promiſes to found 
ſuch a Belief upon. 


"4 1 T will run N again into a circular 
I For how ſhall we be per- 
2X ſwaded that their Church hath the Aſſiſtance, 
3 the Infallible Aſſiſtance, of Chriſt and the Ho- 
$9 IV 


1 
9 
9 
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of Row, briefly confidered. 15 


much for the Nature of the Than it _ 


Promiſe to found our Belief of it upon. — The 


| Infallibility ever yet been ſo kind as to inform 
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ly Ghoſt. We ſhould never have known 
that there ere ſuch Divine Perſons as Chriſt 
and the Holy Ghoſt, if the Scriptures had not 
revealed them to us. Theyitell us, we can 
neither ſavingly believe, nor underſtand the 
Scriptures, without the Infallible Teſtimony 
and Interpretation of their Church: That is 
in effect, we cannot believe that there are 
ſuch Perſons as Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, 
unleſs we firſt believe their Church to be In- 
fallible; and yet we cannot believe their 
Chureh to be Infallible, unleſs we believe that 
there are ſuch Perſons as Chriſt and the Ho- 
ly: Ghoſt; for its -Infallibility, by their own 
Confeſſion, doth ſuppoſe. the peculiar Aſſiſt- 
ance of both theſe. - And none can believe 
their Aſſiſtance before he believes they are. 
Rey leaving them in the n of this e 
proceed to obſerve, | © 


=” ” TH A T iu 1 to our 1 AY 
Church favoured with the Infallible Aſiſlace of 
Chriſt and the Holy Spirit, we muſt of Ne- 
ceſſiiy have ſome Promiſe to it of ſuch Aſſiſtance, 
a found our Faith upon. For how comes 


4 


* this Church to have this Infallible Aſſiſt-⸗ 
© ance? We can well enough ſuppoſe, that 
k „Obriſt and the Holy Spirit may exiſt with- 
„out giving this Aſſiſtance. And we can 
7M ſuppoſe, that the Chriſtian Religion may 


very well congue i in the World, after Cal 
a 


1 ˙ net FT ths = 
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© all the Doctrines and Precepts of it have 
been committed to Writing by Men under 
the Conduct of an Infallible Spirit, without 
the Continuance of ſuch an Infallibility in 
* the Church. This Aſſiſtance therefore is 
* not a neceſſary, but a free Ad. And if a 
free Ad, then for ought that they know, 
their Church may not be ſo aſſiſted. For 
whence can they be ſure of an arbitrary 
Thing, unleſs the Authors of this Aſſiſtance 
© have engaged themſelves by Promiſe, to give 
. their Church, that Infallible Aſſiſtance ? So 
that is impoſſible for them to prove ſuch an 
Infallible Aſſiſtance of Chriſt and the Holy 
Ghoſt, unleſs they produce ſome expreſs 
Promiſe for it. And ſhould they produce 
any ſuch Promiſes, they will ſtill be liable to 
be queſtioned, how they are ſure that theſe 
are Divine Promiſes ? When the Knowlege 
that they are Divine, muſt ſuppoſe the 
Thing to be true, which they would prove 
out of them; viz. that their Church is Infal- 
lible? And ſuppoſing the Promiſes Divine, 
how are they ſure, that his and no other is 
the Meaning of them? When from ſuch 
| © Places they prove, that their Church is the 
* only I»fallible Interpreter of Scripture. '—— 
But waving any further Advantage which 
might be made of their loſing themſelves 
perpetually in ſuch inextrieable Labyrinths, 
I ſhall proceed to ſhew, . - {as — 
1 S 


c 
: 

6 

c 

c 

6 

c 

6 

c 

c 

|. is 
2 
c 

c 

c 

F 

6 
a 

c 
c 

c 


18 The Infallibility of the Church 


t TH AT none of the Promiſes Gad . 
edged to prove the Infallibility of the Romiſh | 
Church, can poſſibly mean any ſuch Thing. — Theſe 
Promiſes are of two Sorts, namely, ſuch as are 
pleaded by them, who imagine the Spirit of 
Infallibility to reſide in the Pope alone ; or ſuch 
as are urged by them, who place it in a Ge- 
neral Council, or in Pope and Council. 1 
ſhall conſider the Allegations of both Sons 
. but : as briefly as I can. Rs 

THE x who place Ihfallibiliey in the Pope 
alone, think it is well proved in general, that 
there muſt be an Infallibility in the Church; | 
and from hence they conclude, that it mult 
be in the Pope. For if there muſt be a liv- 
ing ſpeaking Judge, always ready to guide 
the Church, and to decide Controverſies, 
they ſay this cannot be in the diffuſive Body 
of Chriſtians, for theſe cannot meet to judge; 
nor can it be in a General Council, the meet- 
ing of which depends upon ſo many Acci- 
dents, and on the Conſent of ſo many Prin- 
ces, that the Infallibility - muſt lie dormant 
frequently for whole Ages together, if the 
General Council, or Pope aud Council is the 
Seat of it. And therefore, taking it for gran 
ted that it is certainly in the Church, they 
conclude it can be no where elſe but in the 
Pope *. The chief Proof they alledge 


S . 


from Scripture, is taken from the Words of 
our 


* BURNET'S ExpdP. 180. 


our Saviour, when upon Peter's confeſling, 
that He was the. Chriſt, the Son of the living 


* 


God; + our Lord ſaid to Him, Thou art Pe- 


d upon this Rock I will build my Church, 


ver, an 


aud the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 


it. —— This. we, allow to. be a Promiſe of 


Perpetuity to the, Chriſtian Church, but we 


can by no means find  Irfallibility here pro- 
miſed to the Church, and much leſs to the 
Pope, the pretended Head of it. Indeed © 


from the Perpetuity. here promiſed to the 


Chriſtian Church; we may fairly conclude, 


that there ſhall. always be a Number of Men 
in the World profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, 
who ſhall believe and practiſe enough of it, 


to carry them ſafe to Heaven. But this is 


far from proving, that they ſhall never be ſuf- 


fered to err in ſuchpoints, as are not abſolutely ” 


neceſſary to Salvation. And it is at leaſt as 
far from proving, that theſe Men ſhall always 
live in Subjection to, and Communioff with 


the Biſhop of Nome, rather than with the Bi- 


ſhop of Jeruſalem, Antioch, or London. 


Bur St. Peter, ſay, they, was that Rock 
Chriſt meant, when He ſaid, Upon THIS 
Rock I will build. my Church. _. But if the 


Popes are all Infallible, tis certain, that by the 
Rick. is meant, not the Perſon, but the Faith 


or Confeſſion of Peter; for ſo Pope Felix III. 


hath expounded it, Super iſta Confeſſione edis 


+ Matth, xvi. 16, 18. 
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_freabo Ecclefiam meam, as I find him quoted 
by the learned Dr. Stratford. And as the 
Dr. further obſerves, From the Promiſe 
* of our Saviour, that the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt his Church, they can by 


no means infer Infallibility, till they have 
* firft proved, that the Gates of Hell prevail 


* againſt every Saint ; yea, againſt every Per- 


© ſon, that is not infallible ; And when that 


* ſhall be once prov'd, the Gates of Hell will 
be ſet ſo wide open, and they who enter in 


at them will be ſo numerous, that tis to be 


* feared, St. Peter will never more be put to 


the Trouble of opening the Gatey of Heaven 


for any Man. 


Bur ſo much for the Promiſe pleaded by 
them, who place Infallibility in the Pope alone. 


I paſs now to conſider the Promiſes alledg'd 
by ſuch as place Infallibility in a General Coun- 
cit, or in Pope and Council. Theſe Promiſes 


are more numerous, but not leſs impertinent. 
They ſerve the Purpoſe a little better, than 


God's having ſaid to } make two great. Lights,the 


greater Light to rule the Day, and the Her 
Light to rule the Night, doth to prove that the 
Pope muſt conſequently be above the Emperor. 


TH E firſt Text urged upon this Occaſion 


is that of our Saviour to the Seventy, f He 
vid. Diſcourſe of the Neceſſity of Reformation, P. 57. 
+ Gen. 1. 16. 2 Luke 10. 16. | ; 
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that heareth von, heareth me; and he that defpiſeth 
vou, deſpifeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpi- 
ſeth him that ſent me. From theſe Words our 


Adverfaries infer; * that an infallible Aſſiſtanee 


is promiſed to their Church in all Ages, not 
* in its diffuſive Senſe, but repreſentutive, via. 


in thePaſtors and Doctors aſſembled inCoun- 


cil. But by what Laws of Interpretation, 
this Conſtruction can be Fern it is not 
eaſy to imagine. For 1 


14 Tarr Words were ſpoken to much 


res were ſent out only with a temporary 
Commiſſion, which expired at their Return to 


their Maſter, and in which therefore they have 


no Sycceffors 1 in 1 the Church. 


2diy. gerregr NG ( but not granting ) that 
the Office of the Seventy had been ſtanding and 
per petuul; yet how could that, which was 


applicable to each of them ſinoly, be fairly 


and certainly 'extended! to their Succeſſors; 


and yet not belong to each of them fin ly, 


nor yet to all of them collected in a Body 


unlefs the ſuppoſed Succeſſors of the Apoſllei 
alſo be convened with them, in a General 


Council. Or even E chis to he my al- 


255 yet, 


gay, No ſuch Thing as Infallibilty ſeems | 


to be implied in this Place. For, 


(I.) Even. 
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(..) Even the Apoſtles themſelves ſeem 
not to have had the conſtant infallible: AG. 
tance of the Spirit of God, till after Chriſt's 
Aſcenſion.— And then much leſs can we ſup- 
poſe the Seventy DCPs: had, who are Nee 
ſpoken wt | | 


(2.) Tur Meſſage 5 were e ſent up on did 
not at all require any infallible Aſſiſtance.— 
For they were ſent two ard two before Chriſt's 
Face, into every City and Place whither he hin- 

felf would come, not to deliver fully the Doc- 
_ * trine of Chriſt, but only to tell the People 
© that the Kingdom of God war at H aud: That 

* is, that bleſſed State of Things under the 
* Meſſiah, is now ready to be revealed to you. 
* The whole Deſign therefore of that Com- 

*, miſſion of the Seventy was, to prepare People 
for the Reception of that Doctrine, which 
J Chriſt himſelf was about to deliver to-them. 
„And what infallible Aſſiſtance can be po 
: fed —_— in order to this ?, 2 


Arhly. SUpPFASING it ſhould be granted that 
the Seventj were infallible in what they deli- 
vered, /yct nothing can be hence drawn; for 
the Churcl' $ continual Infallibility ; becauſe the 
Reaſon which there might be for the Infalli- 
bility of the Seventy, don't hold for the Infal- 
ad 8 the Church nw. . 


(J.) Tur 


eli- 


for 


li- 


fal- | 


ITE 


(1. ) Tas Seventy were ſent abroad by 
Chriſt when there were yet no infallible Wri- 


| tings containing His Doctrine, made by Him- 
fel, or his Apoſtles, or other inſpired Perſons. 
And ſo the Seventy had more need of the 


immediate Guidance of theSpirit of God then, 
than the Church can have now ; ſince that the 
Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt hath been publiſhed, 


to the World by the Writings of the .Jpoſtles 


and Evangeliſts in the New-Teſtament, ſo ful- 
ly and clearly, that the Man of God may be per- 


' fed, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works by 


them. 


( 2.) Tax Seventy had ſufficient Evidences 
to atteſt their Infallibility if they had it, by 
the Power given them to caſt out Devils, and 
heal Diſeaſes. — © And therefore thoſe they 
**were ſent to, had ſufficient Inducement to 


believe ſuch an Infallibility if they pretended! 
to it. When therefore our Adverſaries can 


produce the like Credentials, for their Doc- 
* tors and Paſtors, either apart, or in a Ge- 
neral Council, they may then perhaps from 


hence argue ſomething in Favour of their 


* Infallibility, but not before. 


' "AGAIN it is pleaded, that Chriſt ſays, Tell 
the Church; and if he negle# to hear the Church,” 


let him be unto thee as an Heathen Man, and a 
Publican, F — But what is it, which is here. 
| 7 | "0 * 


®"'3 Fil. 4 17. 4 Math. 18. 17. 
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to be told] toithe Church : Noc a Doubt abou: 


any Point of Doctrine, but a Complaint of 


Treſpaſs of one Brother againſt another. $6 
that if Infallibility is promiſed in theſe Words, 


'tis Infallibility, not in determining the Doc- 
trines of Religion, but. in judging Matters of 


Treſpaſs. — Again, What Church is to de ap- 


lied to? Not the Church Catholick, conven d 


in General Council, but the private Chriſtian 
Aſſembly, to which the aggrieved Brother 
belongs. 'He was firſt to uſe his own private 
Endeavours; then the Interpoſition of Friends 
was to be tried; and if that was without Suc- 


ceſs, the Matter was to be referred to the Af- 


ſembly, to which they belonged. So that if 


_ infallible Guidance in Judgment can be ga- 


thered from this Paſſage, it may be claimed by 
every private Chriſtian Aſſembly; and ſurely 


then there can be no need of travelling to a 


 Popiſh General Council to obtain it. 


ANOTHER Place alledged is that Promiſe of 
our Saviour, * I am with you always, even to the 
End e the World. This implies Chriſt's ſpiri- 
tual Preſence with his Miniſters. And this 
Promiſe of Chriſt's ſpiritual Preſence, was to 


the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, as well as to 


themſelves; for it reaches to the End of the 
World. But then, this Promiſe intends only 
continual Aſſiſtance, and not infullible. For 


whatever is here promiſed. to the Apoſtles, is 


promiſed 
* Math. 28. 20. e 
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promiſed to each of them ſinzly, and therefore 
cannot with any good Reaſon be reſtrained 


to their Succeſſors taken collectively. Whereas | 
our Adverſaries themfelves do not pretend, 


that each of the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 


ſingh, is render'd Infallible, 'by virtue of this 


Promiſe. 5) % 8 

Bes1DEs (as hath already been obſerved ) 
there is not the ſame Reaſon, that the Paſtors 
of the Church colleQively ſhould be infallible 
nom, Which there was for the Apoſtles being 


ſo then. Nor can they produce the fame Evi- 


dences fot their being ſo, which the Apoſtles 
did. Nor can any good Reaſon be drawn 
from this Promiſe, for Infallibility to the Suc- 
ceſlors of the Apoſtles in the Romiſh Church, 


and not el/ewhere.—So that this Text alſo may 
be diſmiſſed, as of no Uſe to our Adverſaries. 


NoR is Joh. 16. 13. alledged to any better 
Purpoſe. For Guidance into all Truth by the 


Spirit is there promiſed to none, but ſuch as 
have it promiſed to them alſo, that the Spirit 


will ſhew them Things to come. And therefore, 
that Promiſe muſt be reſtrained to theApoſtles, 
and not extended to their Succeſſors. For I 


think theRomani/ts do not pretend theirChurch 


1s endowed with a Spirit of Prophecy, as well 
as of Infallibility, a n 4; PE 


Non laſtly, will it prove their pretenſions, 
if the Church of the living God is called the Pil. 


lar 


** * CB, — — 
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lar and Ground of Truth, 1 Tim. 3.'15.—For. 
that is only becauſe it is built upon the Founda- 
tion of the Apoſtles and Prophets; which the 
Romiſh Church can ſcarce: be allowed to be, 


ſince it lays it's ownlxfallibility in the Foundation, 


and builds both Credit and Meaning of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets upon that. 4 


Mok E OVER it ought to be obſerved, that 


if it was a Church which is here called the Pil. 


lar and Ground of Truth, it was not the Church 


fas. 


of Rome, but the Church in which Timothy, 
was directed how to behave himſelf, namely 
theChurch of Ephe/as. And that this Church 
hath erred fundamentally muſt needs be grant- 
ed, ſince, as Hiſtorians tell us, there is not one 
Family of Chriſtians now to be found in Ephe- 


Bo x after all, I think with an eminent Cri- 


— 


tick *, that it is Timothy himſelf, and not the 
Church of Epheſus, which is here called a Pillar 
and Support of the Truth: that the Paſſage ſhould 


be rendered, that thou mayſt know how to behave 
thy ſelf in the Houſe of God, which is the Church 
of the living God, as a Pillar and Support of 


the Truth, The Apoſtle is giving Rules to 


* Timothy, how to behave himſelf in the 
* Church, which He calls the Houſe of God. 
Now after he had called it an Houſe, one 
* would think it not proper, that in the ſame 
Breath, he ſhould call it a Pillar of an —_ 
| ' | * ut 
pr. Snaxs. 3 


than others, 
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But it is very natural to give that Name to 


* Timothy, and to exhort him to behave him- 
* ſelf as ſuch in the Houſe of God. And if 
you take it in this Senſe, it is as far off from 

the Purpoſe they alledge it for, as that of their 
angelick Doctor T; who proved that all Men 
are not equally bound to have an explicit 


Faith, becauſe it is written, that the Oxen 


were plowing, and the Aſſes feeding beſide them 7. 


[THESE are the principal Texts alledged by 
thoſe who. place the Infallibility in a General 
Council of ſuch as live in Subjection to, 
and Communion with the Biſhop of Rome. 


And concerning them all I think it will hold 


true, that any other Chriſtian Church may put 


in as fair a Claim to what they Promiſe, as 
the Church of Rome. So that we muſt either 
believe, that all Churches are Infallible, or de- 


ny that the Romiſh Church is ſo. For where 
all have an equal Claim with her, it is very 
plain that the Claim of all muſt be juſt, or elſe 
that her Claim cannot be ſo. Now that 
all Chriſtian Churches are not Infallible, we 


need no other Proof, but their Contradictions 


one to another. And therefore we need not 
be at a Loſs what to think of the Romiſh 


Church, unleſs ſome Promiſe of Infallibility 


could be produced which reſpe&ed her, more. 
D 2 | Axp 
t 73 Job, i. 5 | ) 


28 The Tofallibility of rhe Church | 
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Aup now the Sum of all is, That that Si- 
rit which cannot ſtand the Teſt, ought not 
to be believed: that the Spirit of Iofallibility 

contended for by the Romaniſts, can never be 
proyed without ſome expreſs. Scripture Pro- 
"miſe of it to them: that for them to betaxe 
themſelves to Scripture Proof upon this Occa- 
ſion, is to involve themſelves in ſuch Circula- 
tions and Contradictions, as would better be- 
come any Thing elſe, than Infallibility : (har 
if waving the Advantages, this wouſd 
us, we attend to the Promiſes. alledged, 00 
find none of them can, without manifeſt Vio- 
lence, be interpreted of a ſtanding, 3 
Lafallibility in the Church: And laſtly, that 
if, contrary, to the Truth, we ſhould ſuppoſe 
this to be the obvious Intention of them all ; 
yet not one of them hath more reſpect to the 
Romi 4 Church, than to any. other. 


. 
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From theſe Things laid together, it will 

be no difficult or unfair Concluſion, that the 

Infallibility which the Romaniſis arrogate to 
| their Church is not from the Spirit d Truth, 
5 but from a Spirit F Error. 1 


* | Ap now (to borrow the Words of the ce- 
: lebrated Biſhop Burnet * ) * the Importance of 
=— this Argument, rather than the Difficulty of 
_ ; * It, hath made it neceſſary to dwell fo ors 


upon it. For it is s indeed, the main funda- 
5 | N * mental 
* Exp. P. 152. | 


1 


mental Point in Debate between ar and the 
© Papiſts, and upon which, in a manner all 


the other Points of Difference do depend. 


„Since then ſo much depends upon it, and 
* ſince the Miſſionaries of the Church of Rome 
are generally very well inſtructed in it, there- 


fore it ought to be thoroly conſidered. For 


how little Strength ſoever there may be in 
the Arguments brought to prove this Infalli- 
* bility, yet they put ſpecious Colours upon 
them, and they are commonly managed, both 
* with much Art, and with great Confidence.” 
But the only infallible Rule in this, as in all 
other Points of Importance, is, To the Lau, 
and to the Teſtimony: ¶ they ſpeak not according 


10 this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in 


them. 


Our Adverſaries the Papiſts dare not deny, 
that the Holy Scriptures were all given by In- 


| ſpiration of God And ſurely then we may be- 


lieve them, if we can but underſtand them. 


The Scriptures themſelves aſſure us, that they 
are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, à and that 
they may be known of Children; which certainly 


ſuppoſes, that however there may be /ome 
Things in them hard to be underſtood, yet that in all 


Points neceſlary to Salvation, they are written 
with Perſpicuity enough to be apprehended by 


very ordinary Capacities. What need then 
can there be of an infallible Interpreter, to 


+ Ifai, 8. 20, * 2 Tim, 3. 15. 
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explain the Meaning of what a Child may 


know without ſuch Help? And where ſhall 
we find ſuch Interpreter, if we needed him; 


ſince the Church of Rome, with all it's Infalli-. 
bility, cannot determine, whether it be Pope, 
or General Council, or both together *® And 


what Help or Satisfaction ſhall we find if we 


look into the Deciſions of that Church ; ſince 


it is certain that its Definitions in Matters of 
Faith, 'are both more in Number, and much 
more intricate and hard to be underſtood, than 
thoſe of the Scripture are But I am inſen- 


ſibly ſliding into the Conſideration of what 


may be urged in Point of” Reaſon againſt the 
Romiſh Doctrine of Infallibility ; to take a juſt 
View of which would probably far exceed, 
both your Patience, and my own Strength. 


I mvsrT therefore leave this, together with 
the ſeveral intcreſting and important Points 
expreſſed in the Statute of the worthy Found- 


er of theſe Lectures, which I read. unto you 


at the Beginning of this Diſcourſe, to ſuch as 
by the Will of God may ſucceed me.—I muſt 


. alſo wave the Reflections which offer them- 
ſelves upon what hath been ſpoken at this 


Time: And ſhall conclude in one Word of 
Advice, to ſuch of you, my Hearers, as intcnd 


the Study of Divinity; namely, | 


THAT after you have laid theFoundations 
of your Faith in the great Points of natural 
| and 


IT" [ e F 
. EE 
__m . p 
* 5 
Py \ 


of Rowe, briefly confidered. 31 


and revealed Religion, in Oppoſition to the 


Atheiſt and the Deiſt, as deep and ſtrong as 
you can; if you find Leiſure and Advantages 


to look much into the Controverſies between 


the ſeveral Denominations of Chriſtians, you 


would begin with that between «s and the 


Church of Rome. That Church is a reſtleſs, 


6 


gable in it's Endeavours, compaſſing Land and 


Sea to make Proſelytes. It utterly denies Sal- 
vation to any out of it's Communion. And 


it's Hereſies, Superſtitions, Cruelties, Idolatries, 
and other crying Wickedneſſes are ſuch, that 
you will find it no very eaſy Matter to perſwade 
your ſelves, that there can be any Salvation 
in it. 'This is doubtleſs therefore, the moſt 
intereſting and important Controverſy among 
Chriſtians ; and ſo deſerves your Attention in 
the firſt Place. And you will find that a 


competent Underſtanding of this, will be no 
ſmall Help to you in determining ſome Con- 


troverſies between Proteſtants one with ano- 
ther.— To which I may add, that if we con- 
ſider, how much the Proteſtant Intereſt, both 
in Europe and America, is at this Day threat- 


ned, by the Sword of its Popiſb Enemies; this 


is the Controverſy in which it ſeems moſt 


likely that we may be bro't to the Trial, whe- 
ther we are rooted and grounded in our Faith, 
and can hold faſt the Profeſſion of it, without wa- 


| vering. ae 
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incroaching and implacable Enemy to Prote/-' 
tante of every Denomination. It is indefati- 


- 


+4 Si 4a 3% 


1 
124111 
* 


+ 


T 
| 1 
W Sox 


1 
5 
b 


,. - * - 
+4 
Sp 


- 


- 


+ Af 


Wc c5> 7 4-4 of 2 


4 
23 
0 

= 


OE es OE 2 am. a. 

| _ 
8 4 

27 "2.00 T7 "0" 


* 9 To 

1 * * 4 1 
| A 
. 


* . 
nl 


n 


T # 


4418 


7 * - & { 
Wy 25 1 
; 
ns 1 "_ 
«- % 
1 


# 1 'y - 4 
— % » 8 1 
„ 7 


* of 


© a ff C5 1 * 
. * * - . ” 
* 1. ” 
_ % g * 0 Fa 
a >, ” 
" ' 8 L 
9 * a” Sh: ka Fu * woe 
i Px 2 


